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Pre phlebectomy work-up was analyzed in five major US Phlebologic Centers located in Chicago, Orlando, Tampa, Kansas City and Des Moines.

The number of annual patients operated yearly varied between 350 to 1200 procedures. Total of 3200 phlebectomies performed.

Age distribution :

10-19
1.3 %

20-29
5.3 %

30-39
25.3 %

40-49
29.3 %

50-59
13.3 %

60-69
12.0 %

70-79
10.6 %

80-89
1.3 %

90-99
1.3 %

Gender distribution : 
Females
89%

Males
11%

The side distribution (right vs left) is not statistically significant.

The pre-phlebectomy work-up includes : 

· Preoperative questionnaire,

· Complete history & physical examination. In some places the exams includes arterial, neurological and orthopedic evaluation,

· Doppler exam, 

· PPG with and without tourniquet,

· Limited or complete Duplex Ultrasound,

· Chemistry profile Lab work includes :

· CBC

· Chemical Profile

· PT/PTT

· Pre-op low molecular wt heparin or regular heparin,

· Pre-op antibiotics,

· Thrombosis risk protocol.

Most centers will include most of the elements listed in the pre-phlebectomy work-up. Some centers will only perform part of the list. One large center will routinely prescribe pre-op antibiotics. Two large center will follow a thrombosis risk protocol on all patients that will show a significant increased risk of intra-op and post-op thrombosis.










